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Open houses to focus on electricity constraints
Central Vermont Public Service, Vermont Electric Power Company and members of the Southern Loop Community Working Group will hold three open houses this month to provide information to and gather input from the public on southern Vermont electricity constraints.
 
The Southern Loop Community Working Group has been meeting since March to refine recommendations on how CVPS and VELCO should address growing concerns about demand outstripping the capacity of the electrical infrastructure in the region.  
 
The open houses are scheduled to provide information to the general public on the issues considered by the Southern Loop Community Working Group in arriving at four “preliminary preferred” recommendations for addressing the Southern Loop issues. These recommendations include a variety of improvements, including voltage support equipment, intensive energy efficiency programs, new local generation, and upgrades to parts of the transmission system.  The efficiency programs, voltage support and generation would be intended to defer or eliminate the need for broader transmission upgrades.
 
The open houses will include displays and information on the Southern Loop issues and possible solutions.  The public is invited to attend any time between 4 and 8 p.m. on:
         Tuesday, Sept. 12, at the Inn at Stratton Mountain;
         Wednesday, Sept. 13, in Bennington at Mt. Anthony Country Club; and
         Thursday, Sept. 14, in Brattleboro at the Quality Inn & Suites.
 
“We will continue to weigh the Community Working Group’s suggestions and the input we receive from the public as we prepare to file a proposal with the Public Service Board,” CVPS President Bob Young said.  “The public outreach has been invaluable in understanding local concerns and priorities, and we hope to hear more of those at the open houses, and address them to the greatest degree possible.”
 
The Community Working Group includes about two dozen members of the public who refined recommendations made during a two-day summit in January.  The recommendations were based on a problem statement created by a Leadership Team, including legislators, environmentalists, business leaders and government and utility officials, last fall.  
 
It read: “Southern Vermont electrical transmission facilities have limited ability to support increased electrical demand and are unable to withstand failures of, or to have preventive maintenance conducted on, key components at present demand levels. The reliability of the regional bulk transmission system that connects southern Vermont, southwestern New Hampshire and northwest Massachusetts is at risk at existing demand levels, with increasing reliability risk as regional electrical demand levels increase.”
 
CVPS and VELCO began the public outreach effort that includes the Community Working Group to ensure the public had meaningful opportunities to provide insights and input on how to best solve southern Vermont’s electrical constraints.
 
VELCO President John Donleavy said the process provided a constructive dialogue on issues that affect all Vermonters.  “The participants in the summit and the members of the Community Working Group have provided a tremendous service to the greater southern Vermont community by helping us understand local perspectives,” Donleavy said.  “Our ultimate proposal to the PSB will be much better thanks to the input we’ve received so far, and the input we hope to receive during the open houses.”
 
