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Preface 
 
Vermont Electric Power Company (VELCO) and Central Vermont Public Service 
(CVPS) hired STAR Group, LLC (STAR Group) to design and facilitate a public 
involvement process in connection with the Southern Loop, an approximately 66-mile, 
46,000 volt electric transmission line in southern Vermont. 
 
Working with VELCO and CVPS, STAR Group identified and convened a Leadership 
Team made up of local leaders in Vermont.  The 11-person Leadership Team 
determined the Problem Statement, the stakeholder groups, and the criteria for 
participant selection.  In addition, the Leadership Team selected an 8-member 
Background Report Committee and tasked that committee with the role of overseeing 
the development of a Background Report on the Southern Loop.   
 
STAR Group hired UtiliPoint International (UtiliPoint), an independent engineering firm, 
to prepare the Background Report.  UtiliPoint prepared the Background Report by 
compiling and analyzing information supplied to it by members of the Background 
Report Committee.  The report was mailed to conference participants on January 14, 
2006. 
 
The Southern Loop Utility Search Conference™ was held at the Brattleboro Quality Inn 
and Suites on January 30 – 31, 2006.  The conference was attended by 46 individuals 
who were selected from a list of over 200 nominees.  Conference attendees 
represented government officials, local businesses, large commercial power users, 
environmental and alternative energy advocates, community organizations, emergency 
services and utilities.  Several observers attended, but did not participate in, the 
conference.  Observers on both days included staff from the Vermont Department of 
Public Service. 
 
This Summary contains the key information and recommendations developed by the 
conference participants. 
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STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

 
Southern Vermont electrical transmission facilities have limited ability to support 
increased electrical demand and are unable to withstand failures of or to have 
preventive maintenance conducted on, key components at present demand levels.  The 
reliability of the regional bulk transmission system that connects southern Vermont, 
southwestern New Hampshire and northwest Massachusetts is at risk at existing 
demand levels, with increasing reliability risk as regional electrical demand levels 
increase. 
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GLOBAL SCAN ISSUES 

 
Events and issues identified in the Global Scan that have significant implications for the 
people of Vermont. 
 

• Expanded Chinese economy 
o Competition for energy/resources 
o Financing U.S. for military resources 
o Huge potential market 
o Low prices/low inflation 
o Increased pollution/global warming 
 

• Population increase 
o Increased resource use 
o Supply and demand crossing 
o Demand on infrastructure 
o Increase disease rates 
o Decline in U.S. influence 
o Vermont ‘growing slower’ than other states 

 
• Fossil fuels shortage 

o Reasons for war 
o Prices are a problem 
o Shift to other technologies 
o Increase in sales of hybrid vehicles 
o Perception of shortage 
o Decreased standard of living 
o Increase in conservation 
o Biofuels 
 

• Global climate change 
o Bad ski seasons 
o Decline of maple trees and all hardwoods in Vermont 
o More invasive species 
o Increase in natural disasters 
o CO2 emissions control 
o NE climate initiative 
o Species extinction 
o Positions of power 
o Tax burdens 
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• Terrorism 

o Privacy and civil liberties 
o Planning and preparation;  
o Increased security costs; Shifts in capital flow 
o Increased anxiety in society; Autoimmune response to terrorism 
o Replacing communism as the enemy 
o Loss of humanism 
o New factor in infrastructure planning and maintenance 
o Concern for border security 

 
• September 11, 2001 

o Demographic changes in Vermont 
o Increased real estate prices in Vermont 
o Cultural attitude change/bigger is better/our right to consume 
o Focus on single-pointed goals for our existence 
o Change in flow of Federal funds 
 

• Increased technology 
o Communication 
o Threats to privacy 
o Consumer costs 
o Need for energy 
o Increases in production and possibilities 
o Global travel 
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HISTORY 
 
Historical trends from the past 25 years felt to be of the greatest consequence, including 
their implications, for each stakeholder group. 
 
 
I. Group: Associations 
 A. Centralization 

• Dinosaur- created 100 years to present 
• Transmission & distribution challenge 
• Mentality that corporation knows what’s best for the community 
• Centralized nature of product- generation & grid 

 
 B. Current reluctance in some communities to take on electricity on its own 

• Need education re conservation beyond Demand Side 
Management (DSM) 

• Co-generation 
• DSM- Efficiency Vermont 
• Support wind, biomass, local input 

II. Group: Environmental 
A. Barriers to Alternative Energy Supply: 

• Inefficient load growth 
• Deregulation’s disincentive regarding generation 
• Funding for transmission not DG/DSM 
• Increased cost of fossil fuels 
• Implications 

 a. Efficient end uses should have alleviated problem 
 b. Need for regulation and education to address problem 

 B. Inadequate planning / Vermont energy policy: 
• DG incentives and DSM 
• Increased understanding of environmental impacts 
• Increased use of most dense fuels (e.g., wood, coal) 
• Under use of pricing incentives 
• Rejection of natural gas pipeline 
• Emissions regulations 
• Conflicts between utilities & regulators (regulatory uncertainty) 
• Growth-based economy 
• Maturation of renewable technologies 
• Short-sighted pricing 
• Volatility of fuels/prices 
• ISO-NE influence 
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• Implications 
a. Lack of investments in DG / DSM 
b. Lack of incentives to develop DG (disincentives) 

III. Group: Large Commercial Users 
 A. Avoidance of issue for past 20 years 

• Crisis management vs. proactive/preventative planning 
• Dramatic reduction of economic growth 
• Blackouts 

 B. Inadequate planning / Vermont energy policy 
• No real support for growth & infrastructure 
• Choice of DSM over infrastructure (Efficiency Vermont-special 

contract) upgrades led us to present situation 
• Has reduced many alternatives to resource generation/distribution 
• Fragmented solutions- no clear direction on key issues 

IV. Group: Government 
 A. Continued growth of electricity use 

• Potential for brown-outs/blackouts 
• Stress on system 
• Need for major investments- DSM; Generation; Poles & wires 

 B. Short term measures instead of long term solutions 
• Need for large financial investments 
• Increase in environmental footprints 
• Negative financial impacts 
• End of incrementalism (band-aid approach) 

V. Group: Emergency Services 
 A. Increased growth & development 

• Need increased emergency response resources and planning 
• Potentially increased response time 

 B. Regulatory stumbling blocks that delay improvement to the infrastructure 
• Increased costs to provide services 
• Takes longer to build infrastructure 
• Growth outpaces infrastructure upgrades 

VI. Group: Utilities 
A. Business & Regulatory evolution (Transmission power markets, distributed 

resources) 
• What is the utility’s role now and in the future? 
• Clean and green, but very competitive 

B. Convergence of infrastructure capability & reliability expectations 
• Load has increased 
• Harder to support voltage on Southern Loop 
• Higher expectation for reliability due to recent blackouts 
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VII. Group: Local Business 
 A. Lack of preventative planning 

• No solutions 
 B. Boom in building energy-intensive homes 

• Huge demand on electricity 
• Lack of energy efficiency and conservation 
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MOST PROBABLE FUTURE STATEMENT 
 
In looking seven years into the future, identify what is happening in the community 
considering that no recommendations were implemented as a result of this conference 
and no one has succeeded in changing the reliability of the system. 
 
An increase in blackouts, along with mandated and natural limits on 
electrical use have led to increased threats to public safety, the 
environment and the regional economy, with vulnerable populations most 
at risk. 

 
Despite these drawbacks, individuals and municipalities and businesses have 
become much more responsible for meeting their own needs through innovation, 
conservation and local initiatives, some good, some bad. 

 
In the face of these impacts, a response will be required by the PSB as mandated 
by statute which may result in an undesirable solution. 
 
 The above statement is further defined as follows: 

 Safety     
• Communication failure  
• Strain on emergency services 
• Unsafe ad hoc individual solutions 
• Blackouts 
• Poisoning, life support system failures, food spoilage, more fires 

 Economic 
• Loss of jobs 
• Loss of / change to tourism 
• Higher rates of recession/depression 
• Depressed property value 
• Depressed value of utility 
• Decreased development- no big loads, smaller houses 
• Blackouts 
• Losing local control 
• Fewer Act 250 permits 

 Environmental 
• Increased regulated solutions / more pollution from local generators 
• Losing local control 
• Increased footprints 
• Increased renewable energy sources 

 Social 
• Loss of confidence in utility and government 
• Scapegoating 
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• Municipal incentives 
• Lifestyle paradigm shift 
• Increase gap between rich & poor 
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MOST DESIRABLE FUTURE STATEMENT 
 
Visualize the future seven years from today, and describe this most desirable future yet 
considering the Problem Statement has been solved. 
 
We have an affordable, efficient and reliable power supply and transmission 
system that is environmentally and socially responsible and supports and 
provides for a vibrant local economy.  This system is supported by a transparent 
and effective planning and permitting process that fosters innovation. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 
Identify the principal accomplishments necessary to achieve the Most Desirable Future.  
Participants grouped these into four areas: 
 
I. Planning 

A. More regional and local planning and decision-making 
B. Localized & regional building codes 
C. Leveling the playing field between renewable and traditional energy 

supplies, between new and existing technologies, and between 
centralized and local planning 

 
II. Technical solutions 

A. Synchronous condenser 
B. Transmission line upgrades 
C. T4 
D. DG- e.g., onsite, sustainable, renewable, green, indigenous 

 
III. DSM 

A. Needs to be part of comprehensive state energy plan 
B. Implement maximum amount of cost effective DSM options within the 

Southern Loop 
C. Implement maximum amount of cost-effective DG options within the 

Southern Loop 
 
IV. Community 

A. Keep more energy dollars local, in Vermont 
B. Strengthen local energy trade and industry 
C. Conduct energy education 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The following recommendations were presented to Bob Young of CVPS and John 
Donleavy of VELCO. 
 

 Planning 
 

A. Nature of the CWG and where it goes from here 
1. Consider reconvening this entire USC group in a couple of months 

and establish two or three working groups of 20 or so (rather than 
the single group of 20 contemplated at present) 

2. Consider involving representatives from local colleges and/or high 
schools 

B. Level playing field 
1. Structure of ISO system – current ISO system may lead to 

decisions that are not in line with the types of ideas generated at 
this conference 

2. Renew the debate over PTF funding for traditional infrastructure as 
well as renewables/DSM/DG; find allies there and before FERC; 
need level playing field in terms of rules, regulations and incentives 

  3. Renew lobbying efforts 
  4. Develop strategic partners 
  5. Determine who the ISO-NE Board members are and lobby them 
  6. What other points of influence are there? 

7. Develop resources to push the above ideas (i.e., leveling the 
playing field between traditional energy sources and 
renewables/DSM/DG) further 

C. Local/regional/state collaborative efforts 
  1. Need e.g., 40 of these types of meetings; one in each town 
  2. Need conscious planning for DG & DSM 
  3. Individual community solutions 
  4. Decision making processes need to be better integrated 

5. Current decisions on one level may very well violate or conflict with 
decisions or policies made at another level, etc. 
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 Technical 
 

A. Synchronous condenser – considerable agreement that this option should 
move forward as soon as possible 

 B. Transmission line 
1. The CWG should determine what the key elements of a new 

transmission line should be 
2. The CWG should evaluate the north-south (A-B) and east-west (C-

D) corridors and recommend which corridor should be used to 
address the reliability issues 

3. There were still questions about whether and how much PTF 
funding would be available for the alternative transmission lines 
under consideration, so the CWG should evaluate this issue in 
determining which line to recommend; there is a question of public 
acceptance of A-C-D vs. A-B piece 

 C. T-4 Transformer at Vermont Yankee 
  1. Complicated by evaluating real solution 

2. Defer a recommendation on taking action concerning T-4 until the 
other elements (item B above) are evaluated 

 D. DG 
  1. Desire for any DG that was sited and put in area to be sustainable,  

indigenous, onsite or green-tagged 
  2. We need Legislative and/or DPS support to make it happen 

3. Need to conduct an aggressive site search for DG opportunities 
within the Southern Loop area 

4. Conduct micro-hydro and solar site searches to see what would be 
feasible and acceptable 

  5. Put out an RFP for DG after reviewing what is possible 
  6. Need to make regulatory process easier to put DG into place 
  7. Need to streamline utility interconnection procedures 

8. These ideas do not preclude fossil fuels for DG, even though fossil 
fuels perhaps are not the preferred sources of fuel 

9. Need to develop financial and other incentives to actually 
encourage action 

10. Could CVPS actually own some type of DG or some sort of 
renewable requirements? 
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E. DSM 
1. Need changes to expand role of Efficiency Vermont, including 

additional offices within the Southern Loop area 
2. Evaluate what is possible for DSM in the Southern Loop area and 

then make a decision regarding moving forward 
3. Obtain additional assistance from utility where possible 
4. Develop financing options for individuals who elect to make energy 

efficiency improvements to their homes  
5. CVPS needs to be involved to help address local problems 
6. Implement all cost effective DSM opportunities within the Southern 

Loop 
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 Demand Side Management (DSM) 

 
A. Government 

1. Assign responsibility to some independent association to implement 
the DSM plans developed at this event  

2. Members of the Southern Loop Leadership Team should meet with 
the PSB and/or DPS to (a) seek an increased financial commitment 
to DSM and (b) develop a plan to increase the scope of DSM within 
the next 2 years  

3. Task Efficiency Vermont (EVT) to place satellite offices in Southern 
Loop region 

4. Incorporate a DSM goal for 2, 4, 6 & 8 years; set specific and 
measurable outcomes for target area 

5. Get the legislature to provide more DSM money to most 
problematic areas; eliminate the current level funding for DSM 
across the state 

6. Include a DSM strategy in regional and town plans 
implement DSM & recover costs fairly 

7. Develop local oversight/advisory board for EVT 
  8. Make funds available for implementation through RFP’s 

B. Education 
 1. Provide education & outreach to consumers & legislators 

2. Introduce energy education into public school curriculums regarding 
what individuals can do to make energy use changes and an 
impact 

3. Develop DSM training at vocational centers & community colleges 
4. Fund and provide training of individuals and install and service the 

resulting measures needed 
C. Implementation 

1. Train auditors to audit commercial and residential properties, as 
well as individuals to fund and train trades-people to implement 
DSM audit results / measures needed to be taken  

2. Engage local Fire Departments in energy audits (e.g., use infrared 
equipment to inspect for energy efficiency) 

3. Involve all existing energy efficiency entities in the DSM effort 
4. Provide new construction incentives - more comprehensive support 

in planning stages of developments  
5. Educate the community about the value of performance contracts 

that can generate energy savings at no cost and no risk 
6. Work with financial institutions to provide options that help 

consumers implements DSM & recover fairly the upfront costs 
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 Community 

 
 1. Encourage community-based renewable energy development 

2. Utility Search Conference CWG should encouragement responsibility for 
the community process implementation 

3. Develop community-based financing strategies for renewable & DSM 
investments 

4. Learn from local communities 
5. Initiate community renewable energy generation 
6. Introduce and strengthen energy responsibilities in the Southern Loop - 

fund adequately 
7. Get communities to establish local responses to energy-related issues 
8. Increase subsidies for renewable energy projects that extend over several 

years 
9. Build community support for engaging the community in the long view 
10. Community, regional and state plans should all work at being integrated 
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APPENDIX A 
 
Remarks by Mr. John Donleavy, President of Vermont Electric Power Company, 
Mr. Bob Young, President of Central Vermont Public Service and Ms. Deena 
Frankel, Director of Consumer Affairs for the Vermont Department of Public 
Service 
 
John Donleavy, President of Vermont Electric Power Company (VELCO) and Bob 
Young, President of Central Vermont Pubic Service (CVPS) were present to receive the 
recommendations and to provide a general response to the issues and 
recommendations developed in the Utility Search Conference.  Deena Frankel, Director 
of Consumer Affairs for the Vermont Department of Public Service, was also present 
and added her remarks.  The following summarizes the remarks and observations made 
by Mr. Donleavy, Mr. Young and Ms. Frankel. 
 
Bob Young 
 

• Mr. Young thanked the group for working hard and enthusiastically to help the 
utilities to address the high load issues on the Southern Loop.  He expressed 
appreciation for the group’s recommendation that CVPS move forward with a 
synchronous condenser as part of a necessary response to present load demand 
on the Loop.  He told the group that CVPS would take action on this 
recommendation immediately. 

 
• Mr. Young did not believe that the T4 or other Southern Loop options would 

greatly impact the Vermont Yankee plant’s options.  He stated that Vermont 
utilities, including CVPS, have a contract to acquire power generated by Vermont 
Yankee through 2012 and that this contract is very favorable for Vermont electric 
ratepayers.  However, Mr. Young stated that the Southern Loop problems and 
potential solutions have no impact on Vermont Yankee’s up-rate or re-licensing. 

 
• Mr. Young confirmed that CVPS currently is in the process of developing 

performance specifications to see what distributed generation’s potential might 
be in the part of its service territory served via the Southern Loop.  Mr. Young 
promised that once these performance specifications are developed, CVPS will 
put out requests for proposals to see what DG options might work. He said that 
CVPS was committed to working with citizen’s groups and local communities to 
further develop these options.  

 
• Concerning Demand Side Management (DSM), Mr. Young informed the USC 

participants that CVPS has retained Vermont Energy Investment Corporation and 
Optimal Energy for the purpose of studying the potential for DSM within the part 
of CVPS’s service territory served by the Southern Loop.  Mr. Young noted that 
CVPS would be willing to work with Efficiency Vermont to study DSM 
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opportunities within the Southern Loop and that CVPS is committed to working 
towards the development of all cost-effective, reasonable DSM that is a part of 
the solution to the supply problems in the Southern Loop area. 

 
• He remarked that he does not believe that some of the overarching policy issues 

raised by the USC participants fit within the context of identifying solutions for the 
Southern Loop, but rather would be addressed more appropriately in a broader 
discussion of regulatory and public involvement processes.  He stated that CVPS 
and VELCO have participated in these discussions and would continue to do so 
in order to develop a more comprehensive, integrated planning process for the 
utilities and the State.  He also noted that through these discussions, we can 
work together to make DSM more effective, pervasive and efficient. 

 
• Mr. Young stated that CVPS is committed to working with communities and local 

groups to provide education on energy conservation, supply and other related 
issues in schools and by other means that communities would like.  He further 
noted that CVPS will happily discuss how to more broadly integrate these 
discussions with the public and regulators including the Public Service Board and 
the Department of Public Service. 

 
• Concerning the request that multiple Community Working Groups (CWG) be 

formed and that the USC be reconvened within the next several months, Mr. 
Young suggested that discussions must take place with the Leadership Team to 
identify the size and scope of the process to move forward.  He wants to have an 
effective CWG that will continue to provide valuable input and looks forward to 
working with the CWG as it develops and moves forward from here. 

 
John Donleavy 
 

• Mr. Donleavy added his thanks for the dedication of all of the participants during 
the two-day conference and told the group that VELCO will continue to 
collaborate with the CWG and the public relative to narrowing down transmission 
and non-transmission options. He stated that VELCO will consider the impacts of 
transmission alternatives on potentially affected communities, as well as the 
various funding possibilities for transmission infrastructure.  He also stated that 
VELCO will work to understand the value of Distributed Generation (DG) and 
DSM options as they analyze the various transmission and non-transmission 
options related to the Southern Loop. 

 
• Mr. Donleavy noted that presently Vermont does not have enough in-state 

generation to meet its electric demand. This means that Vermont must work with 
the New England Independent System Operator (ISO-NE) and maintain its 
regional connections with the New England grid in order to ensure reliable 
electricity for the State. 
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• Concerning the recommendation that VELCO and CVPS work to change ISO-

NE’s financial incentives that presently favor wire solutions over non-wire 
solutions, Mr. Donleavy reminded the group that the State of Vermont, together 
with VELCO, CVPS and all of the other utilities in the State, approached the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) and ISO-NE a few years ago 
under a “united front” with just this idea and were rejected. He also noted that Act 
61 requires VELCO and CVPS to continue to advocate this position and they 
intend to continue doing so. 

 
• Mr. Donleavy remarked that various statutes, regulations and Public Service 

Board policies require Vermont utilities to engage in a great deal of planning.  At 
present, VELCO is developing a 10-year transmission plan for the State of 
Vermont and will develop opportunities for public input and outreach as part of 
that effort.   

 
• With respect to DG, Mr. Donleavy commented that there is a shortage in 

Vermont of generation and only very limited access to natural gas. Until the gas-
supply problem is overcome, Mr. Donleavy suggested that businesses should be 
provided with incentives to lower their energy use and become more efficient. 

 
• Mr. Donleavy stated his belief that it will be necessary to continue planning 

together through processes such as the USC, to define roles and responsibilities 
for all stakeholders, to jointly establish important goals related to energy, and, 
because “what gets measured gets done,” to establish meaningful performance 
mechanisms so that progress may be measured in relation to those goals. 

 
Deena Frankel 
 

• The four DPS staff who had the opportunity to observe the session greatly 
valued the chance to hear the dialogue and rich input generated by the process. 
Even before the end of the session we began talking about how to bring back 
what we had heard and learned to the Department to be sure our colleagues 
also had an opportunity to benefit from the process. 

 
• Ms. Frankel also addressed the strong thread expressed by the group about the 

need for greater public engagement in energy planning, not limited to the 
Southern Loop process. Ms. Frankel conveyed that there were multiple 
conversations going on in Montpelier about how to address this need, including 
a proposal from DPS for a broad-based, statewide public engagement process 
on Vermont's energy future.
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APPENDIX B 
 

USC Participants by Stakeholder Group 
 

Associations 
 

 
Pat Burke 
Family Services Director 
Southeastern Vermont Community Action 
91 Buck Drive 
Westminster, VT 05158 
Phone: (802) 722-4575 x127 
Fax: (802) 722-4509 
pburke@sevca.org

 

Alan Dann 
Chairman, Energy Committee 
Progressive Party & League of Women Voters 
1108 Butterfield Road 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Phone: (802) 464-0329 
dhdaod@sover.net

 
Rick Foley 
Professor of Technology, Design and Safety 
Keene State College 
18 Oak Crest 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Phone: (802) 254-4698 
Mobile: (802) 254-4698 
rhetoric@sover.net

 

 
Darlene Palola 
Chair 
Stratton Area Citizens Committee 
RFD Box 347 
Jamaica, VT 05343 
Phone: (802) 297-2810 
epalola@sover.net
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Emergency Services 
 

Joel Beckwith 
Chief 
Jamiaca Fire & Rescue 
P.O. Box 179 
Jamaica, VT 05343 
Phone: (802) 874-7234 
greatart@svcable.net
 

 

Kevin Duby 
Manager, Facilities 
Brattleboro Retreat Healthcare 
P.O. Box 803 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Phone: (802) 258-6116 
klduby@sover.net

Marge Fish 
Secretary 
Londonderry Rescure Squad 
243 Sherwood Forest 
Londonderry, VT 05148 
Phone: (802) 824-3662 
Fax: (802) 824-8125 
tortoise@sover.net

 

 
Mark Gilmore 
Emergency Planning 
Vermont Yankee 
P.O. Box 500 
Brattleboro, VT 05302-0500 
Phone: (802) 258-4168 
Mobile: (802) 452-6701 pager 
Fax: (802) 258-4125 
mgilmor@entergy.com

Andrew Hall 
Disaster Planner 
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital 
17 Belmont Avenue 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Phone: (802) 257-8341 
Fax: (802) 257-8822 
ahall@bmhvt.org

 

 
Lissa Luke 
Project Specialist  
Emergency Planning Committee 
Bennington Regional Commission. 
P.O. Box 10 
Arlington, VT 05250 
Phone: (802) 375-2576 x 2 
Fax: (802) 375-1561 
bcrc@rpc.bennington.vt.us

Ross Nagy 
Deputy Director 
Department of Public Safety – Emergency 
103 South Main Street 
Waterbury, VT 05671-2101 
Phone: (802) 241-5412 
Fax: (802) 241-5556 
rnagy@dps.state.vt.us
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Environmental 
 

Rob Macgregor 
President 
Fairwind Vermont 
P.O. Box 52 
Londonderry, VT 05148 
Phone: (802) 824-3642 
Fax: (802) 824-4574 
windfair@sover.net

 

Tad Montgomery 
Task Force Member 
Brattleboro Climate Protection 
118 Washington Street, Apt.2 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Phone: (802) 251-0502 
eco@tadmontgomery.com

Andy Perchlik 
Executive Director 
Renewable Energy Vermont 
P.O. Box 1036 
Montpelier, VT 05601 
Phone: (802) 229-0099 
Fax: (802) 229-0099 
rev@sover.net

 

Hervey Scudder 
Member / Director 
Northeast Center for Social Issues Studies 
P.O. Box 158 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Phone: (802) 254-3645 
Fax: (802) 254-3645 
necsis@adelphia.net

Sam Swanson 
Director 
Renewable Energy Vermont 
P.O. Box 4245 
Burlington, VT 05406-4245 
Phone: (802) 652-0050 
Fax: (802) 658-0563 
samswanson@aol.com

 

Ellen Viereck 
Board Member, Forest Watch 
2 Cold Spring Rd. 
N. Bennington, VT 05257 
Phone: (802) 442-5535 

Jim Wilbur 
Member 
Glebe Mountain Group 
P.O. Box 2087 
S. Londonderry, VT 05155 
Phone: (802) 824-3923 
Fax: (802) 824-4493 
james.wilbur@ix.netcom.com
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Government- Local/State/Federal 
 

Michael Bernhardt 
Chair 
District 2 Environmental Commission 
P.O. Box 2003 
S. Londonderry, VT 05155 
Phone: (802) 824-6964 
Fax: (802) 824-5221 
mbernie2@vermontel.net

 

Audrey Garfield 
Planning Commissioner 
Town of Brattleboro 
897 Guilford Street 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Phone: (802) 254-5531 
madmidge@sover.net

Brian Keefe 
Community Liaison 
Office of Senator Jim Jeffords 
59 Leland Drive 
Manchester Center, VT 05255 
Phone: (802) 747-3362 
Fax: (802) 747-4415 
brian_keefe@jeffords.senate.gov

 

Lee Krohn 
Planning Director 
Town of Manchester 
6039 Main Street 
Manchester Center, VT 05255 
Phone: (802) 362-4824 
Fax: (802) 362-1314 
vtplannr@sover.net

John Sayles 
Directo, Policy Research and Planning 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 
103 South Main Street 
Waterbury, VT 05671 
Phone: (802) 241-3957 
john.sayles@state.vt.us

 

Eric Stevens 
Member 
Windham Regional Commission 
1186 Route 121 East 
Grafton, VT 05146 
Phone: (802) 843-2568 
ericstev@vermontel.net

Peter Webster 
Town Manager 
Town of Manchester 
6039 Main Street 
Manchester, VT 05255 
Phone: (802) 362-1313 
Mobile: (802) 379-5293 
Fax: (802) 362-1314 
manmgr@sover.net

 

Greg Wordon 
Selectman 
Town of Brattleboro 
106 Main St. 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Phone: (802) 257-7044 
Mobile: (802) 380-1228 
Fax: (802) 257-3049 
vtart@sover.net
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Large Commercial Users 
 

John Cueman 
President 
Bromley Mountain Ski Resort 
P.O. Box 1130 
Manchester Center, VT 05255 
Phone: (802) 856-2201 
Fax: (802) 824-3659 
jcueman@bromley.com

 

Sky Foulkes 
Vice President & General Manager 
Stratton Mountain Resort 
R.R. 1 Box 145 
Stratton Mountain, VT 05155 
Phone: (802) 297-4242 
Fax: (802) 297-4395 
sfoulkes@intrawest.com

Bob Johnson 
President 
Omega Optical 
P.O. Box 573 
Brattleboro, VT 05302 
Phone: (802) 254-2690 x 298 
Fax: (802) 254-3937 
bjohnson@omegafilters.com

 

Jenna Pugliese 
Permit & Planning Manager 
Stratton Mountain Resort 
R.R. 1, Box 145 
Stratton Mountain, VT 05155 
Phone: (802) 297-4399 
Fax: (802) 297-4395 
jpugliese@intrawest.com
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Local Business 
 

Debbie Boyle 
President 
Brattleboro Development Credit Corporation 
P.O. Box 804 
Brattleboro, VT 05302 
Phone: (802) 258-4019 
Fax: (802) 258-4096 
dboyle@chittenden.com

 

Bill Calfee 
BPI Certified Shell & Heating Analyst & 
Consultant 
207 Maple Hill Lane 
Dorset, VT 05251 
Phone: (802) 867-5739 
Mobile: (802) 734-0964 
Fax: (802) 867-5739 
bcalfee@verizon.net

Mike Drunsic 
Water/Wastewater System Management 
Manager 
TPW Management 
P.O. Box 320 
Bondville, VT 05340 
Phone: (802) 297-9550 
Mobile: (802) 733-1132 
Fax: (802) 297-2499 
mwd@tpwmanagement.com

 

Dick Frantz 
Maintenance Director 
Crescent Manor Nursing Home 
312 Crescent Boulevard 
Bennington, VT 05201 
Phone: (802) 447-1501 
Mobile: (802) 379-6259 
Fax: (802) 442-7127 
free2farm2002@yahoo.com

Jamie Jerome 
Owner 
Jerome Construction 
P.O. Box 1357 
Bennington, VT 05201 
Phone: (802) 442-9525 
Mobile: (802) 375-3735 
Fax: (802) 442-8587 
jeromeconst@adelphia.net

 

Craig Miskovich 
Attorney 
Downs, Rachlin & Martin- Brattleboro 
80 Linden Street 
P.O. Box 9 
Brattleboro, VT 05302-0009 
Phone: (802) 451-2335 
Fax: (802) 258-4875 
cmiskovich@drm.com

Jim Secor 
President 
MacDonald Secor Association 
P.O. Box 168 
Bennington, VT 05201 
Phone: (802) 447-3340 
Fax: (802) 447-0702 
mskengineering@verizon.net

 

Jeff Wilson 
Administrator 
Nashville & Eastern Railroad 
P.O. Box 795 
Manchester Center, VT 05255 
Phone: (800) 722-8725 x 6 
Fax: (802) 362-1516 
jwilson@nerr.com
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Utilities 
 

Harry Abendroth 
Regulatory & Planning Manager 
Vermont Electric Cooperative 
42 Wescom Road 
Johnson, VT 05656 
Phone: (802) 730-1142 
habendroth@vermontelectric.coop

 

Bruce Bentley 
Planning 
Central Vermont Public Service 
77 Grove Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Phone: (802) 747-5520 
Mobile: (802) 345-6470 
Fax: (802) 770-3295 
bbentley@cvps.com

Frank Ettori 
Operations Process Owner 
Vermont Electric Power Company 
366 Pinnacle Ridge Rd. 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Phone: (802) 770-6298 
Mobile: (802) 770-8730 
Fax: (802) 770-6440 
fettori@velco.com

 

Blair Hamilton 
Executive Director 
Efficiency Vermont 
255 South Champlain Street 
Burlington, VT 05401 
Phone: (802) 860-4095 x 1024 
Mobile: (802) 999-2687 
Fax: (802) 658-1643 
bhamilton@veic.org

Rip Kirby 
Planning Engineer 
Central Vermont Public Service 
77 Grove Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Phone: (802) 747-5553 
Mobile: (802) 345-6610 
Fax: (802) 747-2196 
rkirby@cvps.com

 

Dean LaForest 
Manager, Planning 
Vermont Electric Power Company 
366 Pinnacle Ridge Road 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Phone: (802) 770-6323 
Mobile: (802) 343-6683 
Fax: (802) 770-6440 
dlaforest@velco.com

Steve Page 
Manager, Energy Administration 
Central Vermont Public Service 
77 Grove Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Phone: (802) 747-5290 
Fax: (802) 747-2189 
spage@cvps.com

 

Greg White 
Director of Engineering & System Operations 
Central Vermont Public Service 
77 Grove Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Phone: (802) 747-5312 
Mobile: (802) 742-3014 pager 
Fax: (802) 747-2196 
gwhite@cvps.com
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APPENDIX C 
 

Southern Loop Background Report Committee 
 

Rex Burke 
Executive Director 
Bennington County Regional Commission 
P.O. Box 10 
Arlington, VT 05250 
Phone: (802) 375-2576 
bcrcburk@verizon.net 

 

Don Harvey 
Retired Master Electrician  
Holiday Drive 
Shaftsbury, VT 05262 
Phone: (802) 442-6911 
dharvey@sover.net 

Graham Hunter 
Architect/Consultant 
3057 Weathersfield Rd. 
Perkinsville, VT 05151 
Phone: (802) 263-5581 
Mobile: (802) 384-3420 
gchunter@sover.net 

 

Kim Jones 
Principal Engineer, Planning Manager 
Central Vermont Public Service 
77 Grove Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Phone: (802) 747-5521 
Fax: (802) 747-2196 
kjones@cvps.com 

Clem Kopf 
Engineer 
Stratton Electric / Intrawest 
6811 County Rd. 
Glenwood Springs, CO 81604 
Phone: (970) 945-5576 
clemkopf@comcast.net 

 

Dean LaForest 
Manager, Planning 
Vermont Electric Power Company 
366 Pinnacle Ridge Road 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Phone: (802) 770-6323 
Mobile: (802) 343-6683 
dlaforest@velco.com 

Tom Phair 
Owner 
Monument Electric 
453 East Rd. 
Bennington, VT 05201 
Phone: (802) 447-0784 
meci@sover.net 

 

Rich Sedano 
Director 
Renewable Assistance Project 
50 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
Phone: (802) 223-8199 
Fax: (802) 223-8172 
rapsedano@aol.com 
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APPENDIX D 
 

Southern Loop Leadership Team 
 

Sharyn Brush 
Chair 
Bennington Select Board 
401 Main Street 
Bennington, VT 05201 
Phone: (802) 558-9826 
Fax: (802) 442-2562 
townmom@adelphia.net 

 

Tom Dunn 
Director, Capital Projects 
Vermont Electric Power Company 
366 Pinnacle Ridge Road 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Phone: (802) 770-6267 
tdunn@velco.com 

Sarah Edwards 
State Representative 
Vermont State Legislature 
44 Chapin Street 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Phone: (802) 257-4630 
sedwards1515@yahoo.com 

 

Rick Hube 
State Representative 
Vermont State Legislature 
P.O. Box 93 
South Londonderry, VT 05155 
Phone: (802) 297-3028 
Fax: (802) 297-0049 
huberick@sover.net 

Chris Kilian 
Executive Director 
Conservation Law Foundation 
15 East State Street, Suite 4 
Montpelier, VT 05602 
Phone: (802) 223-5992 x 15 
Mobile: (802) 522-2843 
Fax: (802) 223-0060 
ckilian@clf.org 

 

Joe Kraus 
Senior Vice President 
Central Vermont Public Service 
77 Grove Street 
Rutland, VT 05701 
Phone: (802) 747-5429 
Fax: (802) 747-1923 
jkraus@cvps.com 

Jim Matteau 
Executive Director 
Windham County Regional Planning 
Commission 
139 Main Street, Suite 505 
Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Phone: (802) 257-4547 x 106 
Fax: (802) 254-6383 
jmatteau@sover.net 

 

Peter Odierna 
Executive Director 
Bennington County Industrial Corporation 
P.O. Box 357 109 Water Street 
N. Bennington, VT 05257 
Phone: (802) 442-8975 
Fax: (802) 447-1101 
peter@bcic.org 
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Parker Riehle 
Vice President & General Counsel 
Vermont Ski Areas Association 
P.O. Box 368 26 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05601 
Phone: (802) 223-2439 
Fax: (802) 229-6917 
priehle@skivermont.com 

 

Dick Sears 
State Senator 
Vermont State Senate 
P.O. Box 63 
Bennington, VT 05201 
Phone: (802) 442-6156 
rsears@leg.state.vt.us 

Doug Stringfield 
Director of Engineering & Security 
Southwestern Vermont Medical Center 
100 Hospital Drive 
Bennington, VT 05201 
Phone: (802) 447-5121 
Fax: (802) 447-5128 
strd@phin.org 
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