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Mr. Présumé reported that ISO-NE is performing another ten-year Vermont/New Hampshire needs assessment 
and is in the process of finalizing the study scope.  The scope will include new NERC requirements.  Mr. Présumé 
does not expect any new deficiencies to be identified for Vermont, but the new NERC standards may prompt new 
bulk transmission projects in surrounding areas.   

Incorporation of distributed renewables into ISO-NE Planning 

Mr. Smith reported that he presented on the importance of incorporating distributed renewables in transmission 
planning to the ISO-NE Participant’s Advisory Committee at its meeting in January.  The presentation highlighted 
the importance of capturing Vermont’s standard offer program given the contractual certainty of the program.  It 
also explained potential implications of the growth in solar installations.  Overall, Vermont is experiencing 
exponential growth in distributed renewables.  It is important to appropriately model meaningful renewables in 
transmission planning.   

Long-term Energy Efficiency (EE) in ISO-NE Load Forecast 

Mr. Wickenden reported that ISO-NE completed its EE forecast for the 2016-2022 period.  The forecast estimates 
reductions in energy and demand from state-regulated utility EE programs in the New England control area by 
region and state.  Program Administrators provide data for the previous three years.  The EE forecast is based on 
averaged production costs, peak-to-energy ratios and projected budgets of state regulated utility EE programs.  
The EE forecast is used in ISO studies looking beyond the three-year Forward Capacity Market timeframe.  ISO will 
the use the 2012-2022 PSB-approved budget.  Vermont production costs are based on the average of 2009-2011 
data.  Vermont is more active in ISO’s EE forecast than other states.  VELCO is ahead others in gaining an 
understanding of the impacts of renewables on load forecasting.   

Project Updates 

Hartford/Ascutney (GMP) 

Ms. Kim Jones reported no additional work since the project-specific action plan was filed with the Annual Report.  
A full NTA analysis was completed in 2011 and the study concluded the EE and/or generation could not feasibly 
and economically resolve the deficiency.  A transmission solution has not yet been identified.   The NTA analysis 
will be presented to the VSPC by November 2013. 

Rutland 

Ms. Jones reported that GMP is in the process of re-scoping the project to determine the best approach given the 
installation of new generation in the Rutland area and the effect of other SPEED projects.  A preferred transmission 
alternative will be presented at the June quarterly meeting.   

Southeast Vermont 

Mr. Présumé reported that this project requires rebuilding the Vermont portion of the Vernon to Northfield 345 kV 
line.   The project is on hold until the retirement of Vermont Yankee.   

Connecticut River Valley 

Mr. Présumé reported that preparation for a 248 filing is underway.  The preferred solution is the construction of a 
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second 115 kV line between the Coolidge and Ascutney substations.   

Northern area 

Mr. Présumé reported that VELCO plans to confirm the need for the next upgrade that is required at the Jay 
substation.  This project calls for completion of a number of upgrades based on load growth.   

IBM area 

Mr. Présumé reported that VELCO is evaluating the transmission alternatives.  The analysis is scheduled to be 
completed in June 2013.   

Colchester 

Mr. Litkovitz reported that GMP is pursuing several interrelated projects with respect to its 34.5 kV system.  The 
company is finding the acquisition of necessary easements challenging and is currently navigating the regulatory 
process.  The project requires taking a line out of the Winooski River and moving it onto land.  GMP is experiencing 
opposition to its proposal.  After the line is repaired, it will be possible to unload the area and install a new 
distribution line into the City of Winooski and reconductor the line from McNeill to the Gorge substation. 

St. Albans/East Fairfax 

Ms. Jones reported that this project involves installation of a 115/34.5 kV transformer at the Georgia substation.  
GMP plans to file testimony in October 2013 with plans to begin construction the summer of 2014.   

Vernon 

Ms. Jones reported that this project consists of installing a 115 kV breaker at the Vernon Road substation.  
Construction is expected to begin later this month and complete by September 2013.   

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:45 p.m. 

Next Meeting: Quarterly meeting to be held on June 12, 2013, at the Capitol Plaza, Montpelier, Vermont at 9:30 
a.m. 

ATTENDANCE 

 
*Indicates voting member at this meeting 
**Indicates Alternate 
 
Public Sector 
**Hervey  Scudder, Residential 
*Johanna Miller, Environmental 
 
Transmission Utility (VELCO) 
*Hantz Présumé, VELCO  
Kerrick Johnson, VELCO 

 
Transmission Dependent Distribution Utilities 
(Municipals) 
*Melissa Bailey, VPPSA 
  Proxy for Village of Enosburg Falls 
  Proxy for Village of Johnson  
  Proxy for Village of Ludlow  
  Proxy for Town of Hardwick  
  Proxy for Swanton Village  
  Proxy for Village of Morrisville. 
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INCORPORATION OF DISTRIBUTED RENEWABLES INTO ISO-NE PLANNING 

Mr. Presume discussed the fact that Vermont trends are showing small-scale renewable project have 
potential to defer transmission needs. Vermont is working with ISO-NE to find a way to model small-
scale renewable energy in the ISO planning process. Next week at the PAC meeting, ISO will describe the 
progress and likely establish a working group of stakeholders to determine how to incorporate small-
scale renewables into forecasting going forward, analogous to the work that was done over the past 
several years to incorporate energy efficiency into the forecast.  

PROJECT UPDATES 

Rutland: Mr. Litkovitz reported GMP is revising the Rutland analysis to include SPEED resources. No 
other changes to report.  

Central Vermont: Doug Smith noted that, as reported by Mr. Présumé, ISO-NE is confirming the 
conclusion of the Central Vermont Study Group that action on the Central Vermont deficiency can be 
deferred at this time. The study group will meet soon to finalize its next steps. 

 Southeast VT: Mr. Présumé reported that this project is on hold.   

Connecticut River Valley: Mr. Présumé reported that VELCO will petition for a CPG for this the project at 
the end of the year. I.3.9 (Proposed Plan Application) studies for approval will be complete in the fall.  

Northern area: Mr. Présumé reported that the studies are complete for this deficiency. The work must 
be documented and shared with Vermont Electric Cooperative.  

Highgate: Mr. Présumé reported this project has been completed and is in service, and therefore will be 
taken off the list for quarterly reporting.  

Vernon Road: Mr. Litkovitz reported that the project is under construction and will be completed by 
September 2013.   

St. Albans/ East Fairfax: Mr. Litkovitz reported that GMP is coordinating with VELCO for a joint Section 
248 filing in September 2013.   

Harftford/Ascutney: Mr. Litkovitz reported that GMP will re-conductor 10 miles of 46 kV between 
Taftsville and Wilder and install a new 4.5 MVA capacitor.  

 

DR. AHMAD FARUQUI PRESENTATION EXCERPTS, “THE NEW NORMAL”  

Kerrick Johnson provided an overview to the presentation, “The Slowdown in Sales Growth and the 
Prospects for Transmission” by Ahmad Faruqui, Ph.D., from the Brattle group describing trends in the 
electric industry. Sales growth is less than 1% which is being caused by a weak economy, demand-side 
management, codes and standards, distributed generation and fuel switching. The new normal is 
changing human behaviors and manifesting its way into the grid. Distributed generation combined with 
net metering could lower demand significantly which could make going off the grid the least-cost 
alternative. Behavior modifying programs will give consumers the power to further alter consumption 
behavior. It is no longer true that electric utilities produce “something we use regardless of economic 
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Another issues the Working Group is trying to address is the PV impacts on system operation. Although 
the impacts have not been noticeable to date, there is a concern during about PV disappearing in the 
late afternoon in the winter, which will increase ramping.  

RECENT INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS 

Kerrick Johnson presented on potential merchant transmission projects that have a strong interest in 
Vermont due to the state’s location between the supply of renewable power in New York and Canada 
and demand to the south and east. Public policy and retirements are becoming a driving force of the 
“new normal.”  

Currently, three interconnection requests that have potential impacts for Vermont. The Grand Isle 
Intertie, a subsidiary of Anbaric Transmission, is a 400 MW, 230 kV, east-west merchant transmission 
line proposed to run beneath Lake Champlain from Plattburgh, NY, to a new Champlain substation in 
Essex, VT. The project is currently in the ISO-NE interconnection queue. The New England Clean Power 
Link, owned by TDI and backed by the Blackstone Group, is a 1000 MW, north-south line traveling under 
Lake Champlain and terminating at VELCO’s Coolidge Substation. The project is currently in the ISO-NE 
interconnection queue for study. Hydro-Québec is trying to expand export into Vermont via a 425 MW 
transfer capacity line from Hydro-Québec system to Highgate, VT. The proposal was submitted by HQ 
Production to Transenergie. VELCO is working with customers, regulators, ISO-NE and other 
stakeholders to better understand our options and opportunities with a focus on how best to maximize 
a project’s value to Vermont.  

FERC ORDER 1000 UPDATE 

Mr. Johnson reported on FERC Order 1000 and cost allocation for public policy projects. In October 
2012, FERC submitted a “beneficiary pays” formula. Transmission owners responded with a 50/50 cost 
allocation formula, while Massachusetts proposed 100% cost allocation formula. NESCOE rejected the 
50/50 formula and, along with CT, MA, ME and VT, proposed instead a 70/30 formula. In October 2013, 
the Vermont Public Service Department withdrew support for the 70/30 formula. Once Vermont 
withdrew support, the proposal no longer had sufficient support for formal NESCOE sponsorship. On 
November 15, 2013, all New England transmission owners except VELCO voted in favor of 70/30, 
however, the cost estimation model failed to get the requisite support at the ISO-NE participants 
committee. Additional comments can be filed until December 16.  

PROJECT UPDATES 

Rutland: Kim Jones provided an update, stating no change has occurred since the report at the 
September quarterly meeting. The St. Albans geotargeting work will help streamline work needed for 
Rutland.  

St. Albans/East Fairfax: Ms. Jones reported that GMP is preparing testimony ready for Georgia 
Reliability area. GMP plans to file for a CPG by end of December 2013 and to start construction early 
2015 to be in service before the summer of 2015.  

Connecticut River Valley: Mr. Présumé reported that the ISO-NE study is ongoing. A lot of regional 
issues need to be resolved. VELCO is waiting for ISO-NE’s final decision.  
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Project Updates 
PROJECT-SPECIFIC ACTION/RELIABILITY PLANS FOR PROJECTS THAT SCREENED IN FOR NTA ANALYSIS 

Rutland: Ms. Jones reported that the reliability plan for Rutland was filed with the PSB in April. GMP has 
been working with VEIC to determine how much energy efficiency is available in the Rutland area, and at 
what cost. In parallel, an RFP will be sent out to consultants to look at the cost effectiveness of 
gasification technology and to look at other alternatives to determine what is the least cost solution for 
GMP to address the 2-to-3 MW reliability gap.  

St. Albans/East Fairfax: Ms. Jones reported the project has completed technical hearings in the Section 
248 process and GMP is currently waiting for a Certificate of Public Good (CPG) to be issued.  

DISTRIBUTION RELIABILITY PLANS (AS REQUIRED BY DOCKET 7873 SCREENING FRAMEWORK; NOT A 

DOCKET 7081 REQUIREMENT)  

St. Albans Distribution Reliability Plan: Ms. Jones reported that GMP continues to monitor the area.  

STATUS UPDATE OF REMAINING DEFICIENCIES   

Newport: Mr. Présumé reported that VELCO will file a permit by the end of the year.  

Connecticut River Valley: Mr. Présumé reported the project still needs to be addressed. More details at 
the next quarterly meeting.  

Northern area: Mr. Présumé reported that the area will be restudied as part of the LRTP to see if the 
issues still need to be addressed.  

PV 20: Mr. Présumé reported that VELCO needs to determine what type of cable to employ in the 
project. Currently, two types of cables are in use. VELCO would like to use a single cable with three 
conductors. VELCO’s intention is to file for a CPG by the end of this year. The PV20 is an asset condition 
project, not a reliability project. 

IBM area: Mr. Présumé reported that the project is on hold because the potential transmission projects 
that connect to Vermont could have a significant effect in the Essex area. More information is needed 
before moving forward with IBM/Essex area modification, thus this project is on hold 

Colchester: Mr. Litkovitz reported that a subtransmission line washed out by Hurricane Irene is under 
reconstruction and GMP hopes to have it in service by the end of summer 2014. The second project 
involves a distribution feeder into the Winooski area to unload the subtransmission system in the area. 
The Section 248 petition is currently in process.  

Hartford/Ascutney: Ms. Jones reported that the project will be completed in August.  

ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:25 p.m. The next quarterly meeting is scheduled to be 
held from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on October 8, 2014, at Holiday Inn in Rutland.  
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STATUS UPDATE OF REMAINING DEFICIENCIES  

Connecticut River Valley: Mr. Ettori reported that VELCO has selected the solution of rebuilding the 
existing K31 line from Coolidge to Ascutney. VELCO will also address a voltage constraint by installing a 
device at Ascutney, rebuilding the Chelsea substation, and splitting the Hartford 25 MVar cap bank into 
two 12.5 MVar units. VELCO anticipates Proposed Plan Application (PPA) approval from ISO in January. 
This project was recently rescreened using the docket 7081 screening tool to evaluate the updated 
solution.  

Northern area: Mr. Ettori reported that the area will be restudied as part of the Long-Range 
Transmission Plan to see if the issues still need to be addressed.  

PV 20: Mr. Ettori reported that VELCO needs to determine what type of cable to employ in the project. 
Currently, two types of cables are in use. VELCO would like to use a single cable with three conductors. 
VELCO’s intention is to file for a CPG by the end of this year. The PV20 is an asset condition project, not a 
reliability project. 

IBM area: Mr. Ettori reported that the project is on hold because the potential transmission projects 
that connect to Vermont could have a significant effect in the Essex area. More information is needed 
before moving forward with IBM/Essex area modification, thus this project is on hold.  

Colchester: Mr. Litkovitz reported that GMP completed the reconstruction of a subtransmission line 
washed out by Hurricane Irene. As a result of the reconstruction, GMP was able to take down the 
transmission line that goes through waterfront park in Burlington. GMP received a CPG for the new 34.5 
kV distribution feeder into the Winooski area to unload the subtransmission system in the area.  

Hartford/Ascutney: Ms. Jones reported that the reconductoring project is complete but installation of 
the cap bank in White River Junction remains to be completed. GMP has filed for a new WRJ substation. 
The project is currently in the site visit phase of the Section 248 approval process.  

ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:30 p.m. The next quarterly meeting is scheduled to be 
held from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on January 25, 2015, at VTC in Randolph.  
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STATUS UPDATE OF REMAINING DEFICIENCIES  

Connecticut River Valley: Mr. Présumé reported that VELCO plans to have approval from ISO-NE Task 
Forces by February and Reliability Committee approval in March.  

Northern area: Mr. Présumé reported that VELCO is coordinating with VEC.  

PV 20: Mr. Présumé reported that VELCO is coordinating efforts with NYPA. The project is in the 
engineering stage, and still needs to determine what type of cable to employ in the project. Currently, 
two types of cables are in use. VELCO would like to use a single type of cable with three conductors and 
a spare. VELCO’s intention is to file for a CPG by the end of this year. The PV20 is an asset condition 
project, not a reliability project. 

IBM area: Mr. Présumé stated that an analysis of the area is completed and under review by 
engineering to find opportunities to improve performance of Essex area. VELCO believes the system is 
designed adequately, however there may be ways to improve the protection. VELCO will replace the 
Essex Statcom next year. At the Essex substation there is a piece of equipment (STATCOM) that 
regulates voltage and uses electronics to mimic a generator. VELCO is considering replacing controls to 
the STATCOM. Proposals from various consultants are currently being reviewed.   

Hartford/Ascutney: Ms. Jones reported GMP is waiting for the White River Junction Certificate of Public 
Good to install the capacitor bank.  

ADJOURNMENT AND NEXT MEETING 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:46 p.m. The next quarterly meeting is scheduled to be 
held from 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on April 29, 2015, at a place to be determined in Middlebury.   
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The working groups will meet twice more. The Board will then issue a draft rule in June. The final rule 
must be adopted by the PSB prior to July 1, 2016.  

Carolyn Anderson reported that the interconnection working group has been meeting to discuss the 
revision of the interconnection rules independent of the net metering discussion. Whereas the rate 
structure and general process groups are being convened by the PSB, the interconnection group is being 
convened by the PSD and the scope includes all interconnection issues, not only net metering. The goal 
is to use the ISO small generator interconnection rule and revise it to make it applicable to VT and to 
accommodate DG and renewable goals in Vermont. At the first meeting, Dave Forrest, of ISO-NE, talked 
about the technology ISO-NE will be looking for to make DG more visible to utilities and ISO-NE (i.e., 
smart inverters) and how the IEEE standards are being taken into account. The second working group 
focused on visibility in two respects: visibility of DG to utilities for purposes of reliable, safe grid 
operations, and visibility to developers regarding where the grid can best accommodate DG. GMP 
presented on its current DOE-funded project through which it is creating a web-based mapping tool of 
its system to assist developers in making workable siting choices and to streamline GMP’s ability to 
respond to developer inquiries. So far only 60 circuits have been mapped, but the project will be done 
by 2016. The next step is for the PSD to draft a “strawman” proposal using ISO’s interconnection rule as 
a base, and allow utilities and interested parties the opportunity to provide feedback. The proposal 
should be available next month.  

The PSB electronic filing system, or ePSB, should be operational late in 2015, but, while it will more 
effectively track the regulatory process, the system will not resolve the availability of real-time 
operational data. 

Deena Frankel suggested that GMP present its mapping tool at the next VSPC meeting. The group 
indicated interest and GMP indicated willingness to present. 

Project Updates 
STATUS UPDATE OF REMAINING DEFICIENCIES  

Connecticut River Valley: Mr. Présumé reported that VELCO is preparing to file an application for a 
Certificate of Public Good in August. A public outreach process is currently underway seeking comments 
from communities. VELCO received Section I.39 approval from ISO-NE indicating that the project will not 
have an adverse impact on the transmission system. The subtransmission system will have new 
conductors installed on three sections of line. In-service dates for the projects are staged based on 
GMP’s project process.  

Northern area: Mr. Présumé reported the project is on hold until VELCO and Vermont Electric 
Cooperative (VEC) determine how to address the issues of the large customer loads that would affect 
the area. This deficiency is related to voltage and not transmission capacity.  

PV 20: Mr. Présumé reported the project is in the permitting stage. Engineering work is underway with 
the New York Power Authority (NYPA), which owns the New York end of the line. VELCO plans to file a 
Section 248 permit application for a Certificate of Public Good in June and expects to receive a CPG, if 
approved by the Board, by the end of this year. The PV20 is an asset condition project, not a reliability 
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