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Utilities and Facilities 
The development of public utilities, facilities, and services should be based upon a projection of 
reasonably expected population increase and economic growth, and should recognize the limits 
of the Town's human, financial and natural resources. In addition, any proposed public facilities 
should recognize the Goals and Objectives set forth in the Town Plan. The plan recommends 
the enactment of a Capital Program and Budget for the Town of Cavendish as authorized by 
V.S.A. Title 24 Chapter 117, Section 4426, thereby enabling Cavendish to plan for its future 
capital investments and operational needs. This step will provide Cavendish with a formal 
defined statement about Cavendish's own growth capacities and limits. It would serve as a legal 
tool in Act 250 proceedings under Criterion 9 (A) "Impact of Growth." 

Water and Sewer 
The Cavendish Municipal Water System serves both Cavendish and Proctorsville villages with a 
gravel-pack well that yields 156 gallons per minute. Presently, both villages use an average of 
75,000 gallons per day. The two storage tanks, one in each village, have a combined storage 
capacity of 550,000 gallons. The main well for the Town is located in Cavendish village and is 
protected by a state approved wellhead protection plan that is in compliance with state and 
federal standards. Another public water source is located off East Road, at a private 
campground. While the Town's current water supply is adequate to meet the present needs of 
the Town, changing water quality standards, high levels of certain minerals, and an expectation 
of growth prompted the Town to explore new sources in 2003. Six test wells were drilled, each 
with a minimum depth of 400-600 feet, to locate new groundwater sources. All tests were 
unsuccessful in finding a source with a sufficient volume of production to meet the Town's 
needs. The Town made the decision to improve the quality of the Town water supply by the 
addition of a filtration plant. This facility will be an addition to the existing pump house. 

Cavendish has one sewage treatment plant which serves both villages with a design flow of 
150,000 gallons per day. It was expanded in 1991 to accommodate increased growth and the 
current 12-month average flow is 71,333 gallons per day. In 2004, the Town performed major 
maintenance on the plant, including sludge removal and replacement of aeration lines. It also 
made numerous improvements to sewer lift stations in recent years. 

Currently, over 300 households and several commercial properties are hooked into the Town 
water and sewer systems. In the more rural areas, water is supplied through private wells, and 
sewage is disposed through on-site septic systems. According to Town health regulations, on-
site systems on all parcels, including those larger than ten acres, must meet all current state 
regulations. 

Policies 
1. Provide Town residents with a pure, clean water supply, and a safe efficient sewage 

treatment system. 

Recommendations 
1. Upgrade public water and sewer systems as needed to maintain efficiency, ensure 

environmental soundness, and provide quality product and service. 

2. Research potential sites for new Town water supplies. 

3. Delineate aquifer protection areas for the Town water supplies. 

4. The Town shall develop a Capital Budget Program 

Cavendish Town Plan 	 Page 21 Cavendish Town Plan Page 

The development of public utilities, facilities, and services should be based upon a projection of 
reasonably expected population increase and economic growth, and should recognize the limits 
of the Town’s human, financial and natural resources. In addition, any proposed public facilities 
should recognize the Goals and Objectives set forth in the Town Plan. The plan recommends 
the enactment of a Capital Program and Budget for the Town of Cavendish as authorized by 
V.S.A. Title 24 Chapter 117, Section 4426, thereby enabling Cavendish to plan for its future 
capital investments and operational needs. This step will provide Cavendish with a formal 
defined statement about Cavendish’s own growth capacities and limits. It would serve as a legal 
tool in Act 250 proceedings under Criterion 9 (A) “Impact of Growth.”

The Cavendish Municipal Water System serves both Cavendish and Proctorsville villages with a 
gravel-pack well that yields 156 gallons per minute. Presently, both villages use an average of 
75,000 gallons per day. The two storage tanks, one in each village, have a combined storage 
capacity of 550,000 gallons. The main well for the Town is located in Cavendish village and is 
protected by a state approved wellhead protection plan that is in compliance with state and 
federal standards. Another public water source is located off East Road, at a private 
campground. While the Town’s current water supply is adequate to meet the present needs of 
the Town, changing water quality standards, high levels of certain minerals, and an expectation 
of growth prompted the Town to explore new sources in 2003. Six test wells were drilled, each 
with a minimum depth of 400-600 feet, to locate new groundwater sources. All tests were 
unsuccessful in finding a source with a sufficient volume of production to meet the Town’s
needs. The Town made the decision to improve the quality of the Town water supply by the 
addition of a filtration plant. This facility will be an addition to the existing pump house.

Cavendish has one sewage treatment plant which serves both villages with a design flow of 
150,000 gallons per day. It was expanded in 1991 to accommodate increased growth and the 
current 12-month average flow is 71,333 gallons per day. In 2004, the Town performed major 
maintenance on the plant, including sludge removal and replacement of aeration lines. It also 
made numerous improvements to sewer lift stations in recent years.

Currently, over 300 households and several commercial properties are hooked into the Town 
water and sewer systems. In the more rural areas, water is supplied through private wells, and 
sewage is disposed through on-site septic systems. According to Town health regulations, on-
site systems on all parcels, including those larger than ten acres, must meet all current state 
regulations.

1. Provide Town residents with a pure, clean water supply, and a safe efficient sewage 
treatment system. 

1. Upgrade public water and sewer systems as needed to maintain efficiency, ensure 
environmental soundness, and provide quality product and service.

2. Research potential sites for new Town water supplies.
3. Delineate aquifer protection areas for the Town water supplies.
4. The Town shall develop a Capital Budget Program



Solid Waste ❑isposal and Recycling 
Cavendish is part of the Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Management 
District (SWCSWMD), which has prepared a Solid Waste Implementation Plan. This Plan has 
been submitted to the State and is currently in the review process. The SWCSWMD has hired a 
Solid Waste Program Coordinator to assist District towns with solid waste issues and recycling 
efforts. The Coordinator's position is contracted to and housed at the Regional Planning 
Commission. All SWCSWMD member towns are also members of the bi-state agreement under 
the NH/VT Solid Waste Project. Member towns have entered into a contract requiring all 
municipal waste to be tipped at the Wheelabrator incineration facility in Claremont, NH. The 
Project's contract with Wheelabrator is scheduled to expire in 2007, at which time the Town 
must seek alternative options for waste disposal. It is important for town officials, District 
Representatives, and local residents to contribute to the planning process in anticipation of 
these changes. The SWCSWMD also operates a household hazardous waste collection 
program twice a year, with collection points that vary among towns in the region. 

Cavendish has a transfer station next to the sewer plant on Route 131 that handles normal 
household refuse and a limited amount of non-toxic construction debris. It also has a recycling 
station that can handle glass and tin, mixed metals, and non-contaminated waste oil. Toxic 
waste is not allowed at the transfer station. The Cavendish Transfer Station has sufficient 
capacity to accommodate the current population needs. The Springfield Recycling Center 
handles a broader range of materials and is often used by Cavendish residents. Appropriate 
storage and disposal of waste materials is vital in maintaining the environmental quality of 
Cavendish. The Town of Cavendish is a member of the New England Resource Recovery 
Association. The Town would not allow the establishment of any long term waste disposal 
facility for radioactive, toxic or hazardous substances. 

Policies 
1. Waste material, whether from agricultural, industrial, household, mining or other sources, 

should be: 

• Limited at the source. It is better to prevent waste from developing within rather than 
transport to the transfer station and having to manage it. 

• Managed to prevent environmental damage, to avoid negative impacts on natural 
resources, and prevent nuisance to neighbors. 

• Maximize recycling opportunities. 

• Waste material should be disposed of in an efficient, cost-effective, and 
environmentally sound manner 

Recommendations 
1. Educate residents about ways to reduce waste at the source through methods such as 

home composting, recycling, and environmentally-conscious buying habits. 

2. Investigate the possibilities for increasing the number of types of recyclable materials 
collected at the Town transfer station. 

Electric Utilities 
The Town of Cavendish is served by two electric utility providers, Ludlow Electric and Central 
Vermont Public Service (CVPS). Ludlow Electric serves the village of Proctorsville and a limited 
number of residents on the west side of town, while CVPS serves the remainder of town 
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including the Cavendish Village. There is a CVPS hydroelectric plant at the Cavendish Gorge 
that is capable of generating up to 1,600 KW per hour. Vermont Electric Power Corporation 
(VELCO) owns a major substation and a transmission line that runs through the town. 

Policies 
1. Provide residents with safe, effective and efficient electric utility service at reasonable 

rates. 

2. Utility lines should be placed in areas designated for growth. 

3. New utility lines should be placed along existing corridors whenever possible; 
multipurpose use of utility corridors is encouraged. 

4. The location or relocation shall not have a negative impact upon aesthetic and natural 
resources. 

5. Encourage common use of utility poles for telephone, electric, cable, and fiber optic lines. 

6. The town encourages the installation of underground utility lines for new construction. 

7. For the relocation of existing overhead lines to areas where no existing lines exist these 
lines shall be installed underground. 

Communications Towers and Structures 
The maintenance of a modern and accessible telecommunications network is essential to the 
public welfare. Public safety agencies, such as emergency medical services, fire and police 
departments, rely on broadcast and communications facilities to provide essential services. In 
addition, a modern and accessible telecommunications network provides communities with 
economic, social and cultural benefits. 

At the same time, network infrastructure should be developed in an efficient, safe, and 
thoughtful manner. Possible impacts upon scenic and cultural resources, aesthetics, and public 
health and safety should all be considered during the planning process. 

One subject of particular concern is the location and construction of communications towers. 
These structures and their supporting infrastructure (such as power lines, access corridors, and 
support buildings) can alter mountaintops and ridge lines in ways which negatively impact 
scenic resources vital to the Town's economic future and cultural richness. Aesthetic concerns 
will increase as the number of undeveloped mountaintops and ridge lines decreases. In 
addition, there are concerns about the health effects of the electromagnetic fields generated by 
broadcast and telecommunications facilities, and the safety of the structures once they are built. 
These concerns must be addressed as new opportunities are made available to the Town 
through emerging telecommunications technology. 

Policies 
1. Provide residents with the benefits of an integrated and modern telecommunications 

network while minimizing the economic, aesthetic and cultural costs of its development. 

2. Existing tower space and supporting infrastructure should be utilized to the fullest extent 
possible. 

3. New towers, access corridors, and utility poles serving towers should not be sited or 
constructed where a practicable alternative exists. Those wishing to provide new or 
expanded communications services should utilize existing structures whenever possible. 
Owners or operators of existing tower space should facilitate the sharing of space to the 

Cavendish Town Plan 	 Page 23 Cavendish Town Plan Page 

including the Cavendish Village. There is a CVPS hydroelectric plant at the Cavendish Gorge 
that is capable of generating up to 1,600 KW per hour. Vermont Electric Power Corporation 
(VELCO) owns a major substation and a transmission line that runs through the town.

1. Provide residents with safe, effective and efficient electric utility service at reasonable 
rates.

2. Utility lines should be placed in areas designated for growth.
3. New utility lines should be placed along existing corridors whenever possible; 

multipurpose use of utility corridors is encouraged.
4. The location or relocation shall not have a negative impact upon aesthetic and natural 

resources. 
5. Encourage common use of utility poles for telephone, electric, cable, and fiber optic lines. 
6. The town encourages the installation of underground utility lines for new construction. 
7. For the relocation of existing overhead lines to areas where no existing lines exist these 

lines shall be installed underground.

The maintenance of a modern and accessible telecommunications network is essential to the 
public welfare. Public safety agencies, such as emergency medical services, fire and police 
departments, rely on broadcast and communications facilities to provide essential services. In 
addition, a modern and accessible telecommunications network provides communities with 
economic, social and cultural benefits. 

At the same time, network infrastructure should be developed in an efficient, safe, and 
thoughtful manner. Possible impacts upon scenic and cultural resources, aesthetics, and public 
health and safety should all be considered during the planning process. 

One subject of particular concern is the location and construction of communications towers. 
These structures and their supporting infrastructure (such as power lines, access corridors, and 
support buildings) can alter mountaintops and ridge lines in ways which negatively impact 
scenic resources vital to the Town’s economic future and cultural richness. Aesthetic concerns 
will increase as the number of undeveloped mountaintops and ridge lines decreases. In 
addition, there are concerns about the health effects of the electromagnetic fields generated by 
broadcast and telecommunications facilities, and the safety of the structures once they are built. 
These concerns must be addressed as new opportunities are made available to the Town 
through emerging telecommunications technology.

1. Provide residents with the benefits of an integrated and modern telecommunications 
network while minimizing the economic, aesthetic and cultural costs of its development.

2. Existing tower space and supporting infrastructure should be utilized to the fullest extent 
possible.

3. New towers, access corridors, and utility poles serving towers should not be sited or 
constructed where a practicable alternative exists. Those wishing to provide new or 
expanded communications services should utilize existing structures whenever possible. 
Owners or operators of existing tower space should facilitate the sharing of space to the 




