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3. Any commercial energy generation or transmission facility proposed in Chelsea must be developed so 
as to avoid negative impacts on the rural character of the surrounding area.  Developers should make 
all possible efforts to minimize damage to important natural areas as identified in the Natural 
Resource section of this Town Plan.  Additionally, such facilities should be located as close to 
existing roads as possible to avoid any increase in the services provided by the town. 

4. Developments that are proposed under Act 250 should include measures to reduce energy 
consumption through site and building design, materials selection and the use of energy-efficient 
lighting, heating, venting and air conditioning systems. 

5. Chelsea supports the development and use of renewable energy resources – including but not limited 
to wind, solar, biomass, micro hydro and cogeneration – at a scale that is sustainable, that enhances 
energy system capacity and security, that promotes cleaner, more affordable energy technologies, that 
increases the energy options available locally, and that avoids undue adverse impacts of energy 
development on the local community and environment. 

6. Town officials may work in cooperation with state, regional and local agencies, emergency service 
providers, regional suppliers and municipalities to develop local emergency contingency plans that 
ensure access to critical energy supplies and measures to reduce nonessential energy consumption in 
the event of an abrupt energy shortage. 

7. Town officials including the Energy Committee, should support efforts to educate homeowners about 
what resources are available to them for energy efficiency improvements.   

 
Recommendations 
 
1. The Chelsea Energy Committee should continue their efforts to increase public awareness and use of 

energy conservation practices, energy-efficient products and efficiency and weatherization programs 
through educational efforts aimed at local residents and businesses. 

2. The Chelsea Energy Committee should evaluate municipal or community-based renewable energy 
generation, to include municipal or district biomass heating systems, and the installation of individual 
or group net metered generation facilities on town buildings and property to serve town facilities. 
Sources of funding for municipal power generation may include third-party financing, municipal 
funds, bonds, grants, and available government incentive programs.  

3. The Planning Commission should identify areas in town that are appropriate for large scale energy 
production such as wind, solar and biomass.   

4. The Chelsea Energy Committee should continue to track municipal energy use and costs (for 
example: through the EPA's free Energy Star® Portfolio Manager program), and develop an overall 
energy budget to manage the town's energy consumption, which may also include the development of 
local generating capacity. 
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E. Permitting Considerations 
 

Energy generation in Vermont is subject to a number of different permitting requirements, most of which are 
limited to state level permitting.  On the municipal level, state statute protects residential renewable energy 
generation systems from regulations that will completely prohibit their development. 

Section 248 

Distributed power generation facilities, such as hydropower dams, fossil fuel plants as well as wind power or 
solar systems owned by utilities, are subject to review and approval by the Vermont Public Service Board (30 
VSA §248).  Under this law, prior to the construction of a generation facility, the Board must issue a 
Certificate of Public Good.  A Section 248 review addresses environmental, economic, and social impacts 
associated with a particular project, similar to Act 250.  In making its determination, the Board must give due 
consideration to the recommendations of municipal and regional planning commissions and their respective 
plans.  Accordingly, it is appropriate that this Plan address these land uses and provide guidance to town 
officials, regulators, and utilities. 

For all energy generation facilities, the following policies shall be considered: 

 

1. Preferred Locations: New generation and transmission facilities shall be sited in locations that 
reinforce Chelsea’s traditional patterns of growth.  
  

2. Prohibited Locations: Because of their distinctive natural, historic or scenic value, energy facility 
development shall be excluded from the following areas: 
· Floodways shown on FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps (except as required for hydro facilities) 
· Fluvial erosion hazard areas shown on Fluvial Erosion Hazard Area maps (except as required for 

hydro facilities) 
· Wetlands as indicated on Vermont State Wetlands Inventory maps. 
· Rare, threatened or endangered species habitat or communities. 

 
3. Significant Areas:  All new generation, transmission, and distribution facilities shall be sited and 

designed to avoid or, if no other reasonable alternative exists, to otherwise minimize and mitigate 
adverse impacts to the following: 
 
· Historic districts, landmarks, sites and structures listed, or eligible for listing, on state or national 

registers. 
· Public parks and recreation areas, including state and municipal parks, forests and trail networks. 
· Municipally designated scenic roads and viewsheds. 
· Special flood hazard areas identified by National Flood Insurance Program maps (except as 

required for hydro facilities) 
· Public and private drinking water supplies, including mapped source protection areas. 
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· Necessary wildlife habitat identified by the state or through analysis, including core habitat areas, 
migration and travel corridors.   
 

4. Natural Resource Protection: New generation and transmission facilities must be sited to avoid the 
fragmentation of, and undue adverse impacts to the town’s working landscape, including large tracts 
of undeveloped forestland and core forest habitat areas, open farm land, and primary agricultural soils 
mapped by the U.S. Natural Resource Conservation Service.    
 

5. Protection of Wildlife: Designers must gather information about natural and wildlife habitats that 
exist in the project area and take measures to avoid any undue adverse impact on the resource.  
Consideration shall be given to the effects of the project on: natural communities, wildlife residing in 
the area and their migratory routes; the impacts of human activities at or near habitat areas; and any 
loss of vegetative cover or food sources for critical habitats. 
 

6. Site Selection: Site selection should not be limited to generation facilities alone; other elements of the 
facility need to be considered as well.  These include access roads, site clearing, onsite power lines, 
substations, lighting, and off-site power lines.  Development of these elements shall be done in such a 
way as to minimize any negative impacts.  Unnecessary site clearing and highly visible roadways can 
have greater visual impacts than the energy generation facility itself.  In planning for facilities, 
designers should take steps to mitigate their impact on natural, scenic and historic resources and 
improve the harmony with their surroundings. 

F. Residential Energy Efficiency 
 

There are a number of ways that the Town of Chelsea can meet its local energy demand, first by lowering that 
demand, and then by working to meet the remaining need with local, untapped energy resources.  

Decreasing Energy Use by Changing Behavior 

Raising awareness to replace wasteful energy behaviors with energy saving ones can reduce the strain on 
existing energy resources, and help residents and businesses save money, making the town a more affordable 
place to live with a higher quality of life.  

Decreasing Energy Use by Implementing Energy Efficiency 

For those necessary or desired services that require energy, we can apply the principles of energy efficiency to 
ensure that we use less energy to provide the same level and quality of service. Examples include: 

· Air sealing with caulk or contractor’s foam, 
· Insulating with high R-value (or heat flow resistance) material, 
· Using high efficiency windows, 
· Installing energy efficient appliances like refrigerators, freezers, front loading washing machines, gas 

heated clothes driers and heating systems without blowers, 
· Using high efficiency lighting, 
· Using gas and/or solar hot water heaters, or air source heat pumps, 
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developer site their building to maximize solar gain.  Likewise, subdivision can require that landscaping be 
utilized to reduce thermal loss.   

I. Energy and Transportation Policy 
 

It is important that communities recognize the clear connection between land use patterns, transportation and 
energy use.  Most communities encourage the development of residences in rural areas, and these are in fact 
coveted locations to develop because of the aesthetics that make Vermont special.  However, this rural 
development requires most of our population to drive to reach schools, work and services.   

Because transportation is such a substantial portion of local energy use, it is in the interest of the community 
to encourage any new developments that are proposed in Chelsea to locate adjacent to existing roads.  In 
particular dense residential developments should be located within designated growth areas.  Commercial 
development that requires trucking and freight handling should only locate on roads which can effectively 
handle the size of vehicle needed.   

Goals, Policies and Recommendations 
Goals 
 
1. To identify and limit the adverse impacts of energy development and use on public health, safety and 

welfare, the town's historic and planned pattern of development, environmentally sensitive areas, and 
our most highly valued natural, cultural and scenic resources, consistent with related development, 
resource protection and land conservation policies included elsewhere in this plan.  

2. To encourage a continued pattern of settlement and land use that is energy efficient. 
3. To promote the construction of energy efficient residential and commercial buildings and increase 

awareness and use of energy conservation practices through educational outreach to the public. 
4. To increase public transportation opportunities throughout the community, including park-and-ride 

access, bus service, biking paths, and sidewalks.  
5. To promote greater use of existing public transportation services by community members. 

 
Policies 
 
1. Town officials should actively support partnerships and strategies, that will ensure the affordable, 

reliable and sustainable production and delivery of electrical power to the region, in conformance 
with regional and municipal goals and objectives. 
 

2. Town officials will participate in the Public Service Board’s review of new and expanded generation 
and transmission facilities to ensure that local energy, resource conservation and development 
objectives are identified and considered in future utility development.   
 

3. Any commercial energy generation or transmission facility proposed in Chelsea must be developed so 
as to avoid negative impacts on the rural character of the surrounding area.  Developers should make 
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all possible efforts to minimize damage to important natural areas as identified in the Natural 
Resource section of this Town Plan.  Additionally, such facilities should be located as close to 
existing roads as possible to avoid any increase in the services provided by the town. 
 

4. Developments that are proposed under Act 250 should include measures to reduce energy 
consumption through site and building design, materials selection and the use of energy-efficient 
lighting, heating, venting and air conditioning systems. 
 

5. Chelsea supports the development and use of renewable energy resources – including but not limited 
to wind, solar, biomass, micro hydro and cogeneration – at a scale that is sustainable, that enhances 
energy system capacity and security, that promotes cleaner, more affordable energy technologies, that 
increases the energy options available locally, and that avoids undue adverse impacts of energy 
development on the local community and environment. 
 

6. Town officials may work in cooperation with state, regional and local agencies, emergency service 
providers, regional suppliers and municipalities to develop local emergency contingency plans that 
ensure access to critical energy supplies and measures to reduce nonessential energy consumption in 
the event of an abrupt energy shortage. 
 

7. Town officials including the Energy Committee, should support efforts to educate homeowners about 
what resources are available to them for energy efficiency improvements.   

 
Recommendations 
 
1. The Chelsea Energy Committee should continue their efforts to increase public awareness and use of 

energy conservation practices, energy-efficient products and efficiency and weatherization programs 
through educational efforts aimed at local residents and businesses. 
 

2. The Chelsea Energy Committee should evaluate municipal or community-based renewable energy 
generation, to include municipal or district biomass heating systems, and the installation of individual 
or group net metered generation facilities on town buildings and property to serve town facilities. 
Sources of funding for municipal power generation may include third-party financing, municipal 
funds, bonds, grants, and available government incentive programs.  
 

3. The Planning Commission should identify areas in town that are appropriate for large scale energy 
production such as wind, solar and biomass.   
 

4. The Chelsea Energy Committee should continue to track municipal energy use and costs (for 
example: through the EPA's free Energy Star® Portfolio Manager program), and develop an overall 
energy budget to manage the town's energy consumption, which may also include the development of 
local generating capacity. 
 

5. The Town should implement energy efficiency measures for existing and future facilities as 
opportunities arise, and incorporate priority efficiency improvements (e.g., facility retrofits, 
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renovations, and equipment upgrades) in a town's capital budget and program.  
 

6. The Town should consider the benefits and/or drawbacks of using regionally available alternative-
fuels, such as biodiesel, in municipal vehicles. 
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