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Map 7 - Opportunity and Race Map 
The Opportunity and Race Map combines an opportunity index, developed by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, with U.S. Census data on race.  The purpose of this map is to show 
levels of opportunity in areas where there are the highest concentrations of racial minorities.  HUD has 
developed a process for analyzing opportunity at the Census Tract level. The opportunity index 
includes data on poverty rate, school proficiency, homeownership rate, unemployment, and job access. 
Each tract is ranked relative to the others in the county. Tracts that are low opportunity typically have a 
higher proportion of rental housing, people receiving public assistance, lower school scores, and more 
unemployment in comparison to other areas. Opportunity mapping is a way to see where to target 
investments to address disparities in the County. 
 
Map 8 - 2013 Metropolitan Transportation Systems Map  
The Metropolitan Transportation Systems Map represents the present transportation network. The 
Metropolitan Transportation System is the multimodal network of highways, arterial and major collector 
roadways, transit services, rail lines, bicycle paths, sidewalks, Burlington International Airport, and other 
inter-modal facilities critical to the movement of people and goods in the region. 
 
Map 9 - 2006-2010 High Crash Locations-Intersections 
The High Crash Locations at Intersections Map depicts where the rate of crashes exceeds a threshold 
known as the critical rate.  Locations are ranked by calculating a ratio between the critical rate and 
actual rate.   
 
Map 10 - 2006-2010 Crash Locations-Segments 
The High Crash Locations of Segments Map depicts where the rate of crashes exceeds a threshold 
known as the critical rate.  Locations are ranked by calculating a ratio between the critical rate and 
actual rate.   
 
Map 11 - Transportation Corridors 
The Transportation Corridors Map represents the locations of the corridors where projects, programs, 
and strategies are implemented within Chittenden County’s transportation system.  

4.1.2  ACT 250, SECTION 248 & SUBSTANTIAL REGIONAL IMPACT 
In accordance with 24 VSA § 4345a(17) a regional planning commission shall, as part of its regional 
plan, define a substantial regional impact, as the term may be used with respect to its region.  This 
definition shall be given due consideration, where relevant, in state regulatory proceedings.  Those 
proceedings are:  

• Act 250 – Certain proposed developments are required to obtain a permit from one of Vermont’s 
nine District Environmental Commissions in order to establish that the proposed development 
will satisfy 10 criteria defined by Act 250 (10 VSA §6086).  One of these 10 criteria is that the 
proposed development be “in conformance with any duly adopted local or regional plan or capital 
program.”  

• Section 248 – Certain proposed utility facilities are required to obtain a permit from Vermont’s 
Public Service Board to establish that the proposed facility will satisfy criteria defined by Section 
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248 (30 VSA §248).  One of the Section 248 criteria is that the proposed facility will “not unduly 
interfere with the orderly development of the region with due consideration having been given to 
the recommendations of the municipal and regional planning commissions.”  

• In addition, the Secretary of the Agency of Natural Resources may not issue a new Solid Waste 
Management Facility Certification (10 VSA §6605(c)) unless the facility is “in conformance with 
any municipal or regional plan adopted in accordance with 24 VSA Chapter 117.” 

In accordance with 24 VSA §4348 (h), in the above three proceedings, in which the provisions of a 
regional plan or a municipal plan are relevant to the determination of any issue in those proceedings, the 
provisions of the regional plan shall be given effect to the extent that they are not in conflict with the 
provisions of a duly adopted municipal plan.  To the extent that such a conflict exists, the regional plan 
shall be given effect it if is demonstrated that the project under consideration in the proceedings would 
have a “substantial regional impact.”  That is, the issue of whether a proposed development has a 
“substantial regional impact” is important only when there is a conflict between the regional 
plan and municipal plan. CCRPC will attempt to reduce the potential for such conflicts through its 
municipal plan review and approval process.   

The following is the required definition of “substantial regional impact,” as this term is to be used with 
respect to Chittenden County: 

A proposed development has a substantial regional impact if it is not consistent with the 
Future Land Use Plan of this Regional Plan.   

This definition puts the emphasis on the Planning Areas – and stipulates that if a development proposal 
is not consistent with the Planning Areas, then the Regional Plan will take effect in the State 
proceedings (as described above) if there is a conflict between the regional plan and the municipal 
plan.  The Planning Areas form the basis for the appropriate areas for growth in the next 20 years as 
shown in the Future Land Use Plan.   

The Planning Areas are consistent with current municipal plans and zoning, so only developments that 
are NOT consistent with municipal zoning and the planning area definitions would likely prompt the SRI 
definition.  Further, developments that push beyond these defined areas are more likely to have a 
significant impact on our region, than developments within the defined areas for growth.  Upon request 
by a municipality to make a change to the Planning Areas as a result of a municipal plan, zoning and/or 
infrastructure service area change, CCRPC will review the request for consistency with the Planning 
Area definitions prior to any action.   

The CCRPC has a role in development review outside of the very limited circumstances in which the 
substantial regional impact definition will come into play.  RPCs “shall appear before district environmental 
commissions to aid them in making a determination as to the conformance of developments and 
subdivisions with the criteria of 10 VSA § 6086” (24 VSA § 4345a(13)).  Both Act 250 and Section 248 
require the permit applicant for a project that is proposed to be located in Chittenden County to submit a 
copy of the application to CCRPC.  CCRPC is a party in any such application for an Act 250 permit and 
may apply to be a party in any such application for a Section 248 permit.   

CCRPC has established an interim policy (Guidelines and Standards for Reviewing Act 250 and Section 
248 Applications) for its participation in the permit review procedures of Act 250 and Section 248.  
Currently under this interim policy: 

• CCRPC’s Executive Committee considers whether an applicant’s proposal is in conformance 
with the Regional Plan, with specific attention given to the Planning Areas of this Plan (for the 




