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Dear Mr. McMillan: 
 
On behalf of Vermont Transco, LLC (VT Transco/VELCO), of Rutland, Vermont, The Louis Berger 
Group, Inc. (Louis Berger), of Albany, New York (now WSP), conducted an architectural resource 
survey associated with the Sandbar Substation, located at 586 Bear Trap Road in the Town of 
Milton, Chittenden County, Vermont. This survey is one of a series associated with the Substation 
Condition Assessment Project (SCAP), which is assessing the current conditions of VT Transco’s 
aging substation equipment and infrastructure, and setting priorities for execution of the necessary 
improvements. This architectural resource survey is part of a larger effort by VT Transco to identify 
and inventory areas of archaeological sensitivity and cultural resources to aid in the planning of 
future substation improvements.  
 
The Sandbar Substation is east of the intersection of Bear Trap Road and Route 2 (Roosevelt 
Highway) in the Town of Milton. The property is located just north of the Lamoille River between 
two low hills. The substation site is separated from the Route 2 on the west by approximately 200 
feet of land with moderate tree growth and can be seen from the road. Over 500 feet of dense tree 
growth lies between the site and Bear Trap Road to the north/northwest. Existing transmission lines 
extend from the station to the north and northeast, and the land around them is densely forested. The 
area is generally very sparsely populated. Some houses are located farther northeast along Bear Trap 
Road, but the majority of buildings in the vicinity of the substation are located to the southeast and 
southwest. Clusters of houses are located along the Lamoille River on Rainbow Place and Gravelle 
Road. Groups of houses are located along Cub Road and Access Road southwest of Route 2. 
 
Survey Methods 
The architectural survey covered all standing structures located within a 0.25-mile radius of the 
existing Sandbar substation, based on an assumed maximum height threshold of 64 feet for any new 
facilities. All structures more than 50 years of age were included in the survey, and those that 
appeared to meet the age criteria for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) were evaluated 
for eligibility.  
 
The architectural survey for the Sandbar substation was conducted on August 11, 2015, by Louis 
Berger architectural historian Christina Muir. Historical aerial photography and United States 
Geological Survey (USGS) topographic maps were used to determine which buildings, located 
within a 0.25-mile radius of the substation, are more than 50 years of age. The sources showed that 
only four such structures are located within the 0.25-mile radius (Figure 1). All of these buildings 
were marked on current maps, then surveyed and documented. The survey included pedestrian 
reconnaissance from public roadways and documentation with digital photography and field notes.  
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Survey Findings 

Very few of the buildings in the survey area were found to be 50 years of age or older. Cub Road 
branches off the south side of Route 2, directly across from Bear Trap Road, and has very sparse 
residential development. Two of the houses on Cub Road were built sometime during or before the 
early 1950s. One is a multi-family house, which appears to have been modified with the addition of 
a false mansard roof in the 1960s or 1970s (Plate 1), and the other is an L-shaped Ranch-style house 
(Plate 2). Rainbow Place is located southeast of the substation, off Route 2, running parallel to the 
Lamoille River. Several houses and small camps are located along the road; however, all but the 
first two at the southwest end of the road were built after the 1970s (Plates 3 and 4).  
 
None of the properties in the survey area was found to meet the NRHP eligibility criteria. This is 
primarily because they lack integrity of materials and design; some of the properties have been 
altered with new siding materials, roofs, and replacement windows.  
 

TABLE 1 
 

SURVEYED PROPERTIES WITHIN 0.25 MILE OF THE SANDBAR SUBSTATION 
 

MAP 
NO. 

PROPERTY 
NAME/ADDRESS 

PARCEL ID 
(BLOCK/LOT) STYLE/TYPE* 

CONSTRUCTION 
DATE 

SURVEY 
RECOMMENDATION/ 

DESIGNATION STATUS 
M1 26 Cub Road N/A Neoeclectic-

Mansard 
ca. Early 1950s Not Eligible 

M2 20 Cub Road N/A Modern-Ranch ca. Early 1950s Not Eligible 

M3 7 Rainbow Place N/A Vernacular-Camp Estimated Pre-1960s Not Eligible 

M4 9 Rainbow Place N/A Vernacular-Camp Estimated Pre-1960s Not Eligible 

*Style and type terminology complies with Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: 
Alfred A. Knopf, 1991) 

 
Conclusions 
The area within a 0.25-mile radius of the Sandbar substation contains four buildings more than 50 
years of age. These buildings were surveyed, and it is the opinion of WSP that none of them meets 
the eligibility criteria for NRHP listing because they lack integrity of materials and design.  
 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Steven Bedford, Ph.D. 
Director-Historic Preservation 
 
SB/ac 
 
Figure 1 source: Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc. [ESRI], World Imagery (2018; ArcGIS map server accessed 
January 2020 via ArcMap 10.7, http://services.arcgisonline.com/arcgis/rest/services/World_Imagery/MapServer). 
 

http://services.arcgisonline.com/arcgis/rest/services/World_Imagery/MapServer
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