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DATE:   June 28, 2021 
 
TO:   Andy McMillan, VELCO 
 
FROM:   WSP USA Inc. 
 
SUBJECT:  Summary of findings and recommendations from Archaeological Resources 

Assessment (ARA), Phase IB Archaeological Survey, and Architectural 
Survey at the VELCO North Rutland Substation.  

  

 

On behalf of Vermont Transco, LLC and Vermont Electric Power Company (collectively referred to as 

“VELCO”), WSP completed an Archaeological Resources Assessment (ARA), a Phase IB archaeological 

survey, and an Architectural Survey in support of VELCO's North Rutland Substation Project (Project) 

Section 248 petition and Section 106 permitting needs in the Town of Rutland, Rutland County, Vermont. 

As part of the ARA, background research identified twelve sites within 3.2 kilometers (2 miles) of the 

Project, including eleven precontact sites and one historic site. Seven of the sites are located within the 

approximately 106-acre assessment area. A gap analysis by WSP identified 2.45 hectares (6.06 acres) of 

archaeologically sensitive area. As part of its Project development process, VELCO identified an 

approximately 1.5 hectare (3.6 acres) area of concern that might be affected by VELCO’s proposed 

substation work.  

 

The goals of the ARA were, among other requirements, to review the entire area to confirm that Phase IB 

subsurface testing was indeed necessary in the 1.5-hectare area that VELCO might require for substation 

expansion.  

 

WSP excavated a total of 89 shovel tests throughout the 1.5-hectare (3.6-acre) area of archaeological 

concern where VELCO had considered performing work. Subsurface testing identified no intact 

precontact or historic archaeological resources. No sites were designated within the boundaries of the 

subsurface survey. It is WSP’s opinion that no further archaeological work is required for the 1.5-hectare 

(3.6-acre) area of concern or the adjacent archaeological sensitive areas that were not tested, as these areas 

fall outside of the Project’s footprint as currently proposed (the assessment sought to clear an area 

formerly considered for a temporary facility).  

 

The remaining archaeologically sensitive area that was not subject to Phase 1B subsurface testing is more 

than 183 meters (600 feet) east of the Project as currently proposed. This area is not planned for ground 

disturbing activities, and therefore does not require any additional subsurface testing for the Project. 

 

The final plans for the VELCO North Rutland Substation project call for the modifications to take place 

within and immediately adjacent to the existing substation. The final project area lies within areas that 

were identified during the ARA fieldwork as disturbed by prior construction activities. It is WSP’s 

opinion that no further archaeological work is required for the VELCO North Rutland Substation project. 

The Project will have no undue adverse effect on archaeological sites. 
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The goals of the architectural survey were to determine if any historical architectural resources are present 

in the Area of Potential Effect (APE) (within a 0.25-mile radius of the North Rutland substation and the 

proposed expansion parcels) that were previously listed in the Vermont State Register of Historic Places 

or the National Register of Historic Places (SRHP/NRHP) (the criteria for listing in the SRHP are identical 

to the NRHP criteria), and to identify any previously unsurveyed historic architectural resources in the 

APE that may be eligible for listing in the SRHP/NRHP. This architectural survey included all standing 

structures in the APE, and those structures greater than 50 years of age that appeared to meet the NRHP 

criteria were documented and evaluated for eligibility.  

 

WSP identified eleven previously surveyed properties in the architectural project area. Ten properties had 

been previously listed in the SRHP, and one property’s status was undetermined. WSP’s opinion is that 

the undetermined property is ineligible for the SRHP/NRHP. Furthermore, it is WSP’s opinion that four 

of the previously listed properties no longer retain sufficient historic integrity to remain listed in the 

SRHP/NRHP; the six remaining historic properties remain eligible for the SRHP/NRHP.  

 

It is WSP’s opinion that there would be No Adverse Effect on all six of these properties. Five are at 

sufficient distance from the substation that there is not possibility of effect. One property, at 432 U.S. 

Route 7 North, abuts the expansion parcel on two sides, but based on current Project plans, including 

limited tree clearing and the small footprint expansion, sufficient distance and visual buffers between the 

historic property and the substation expansion will be maintained, and it is WSP’s opinion that the Project 

will also have no undue adverse effect on Historic Sites. 

 


