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Flood Resilience Strategies  
  
1. Identify all flood areas - Areas not desi

are flooded during a weather event, should be added to local flood regulations.  
  
2. Study River Corridors - To identify areas subject to normal channel erosion processes and avoid 

loss of floodplain functions, the Town should seek a geomorphic assessment of its rivers and 
creeks to secure River Corridor Plans and River Corridor (FEH) delineations.   

  
3. Study Setbacks and Buffers - In the absence of field-based river corridor assessments, the 

community will use setback and buffer standards to address hazards, water quality, and habitat 
impacts using Vermont DEC setback recommendations. Keeping structures 50 feet back from 
the top of stream banks is the recommended state minimum.  

  
4. Identify wetlands - Work to develop more consistent, accurate and thorough identification of 

wetlands areas through the use of best available data and the adoption of local wetlands 
regulations and updated maps.   

  
5. Enhance flood hazard regulations to protect wetlands - Require all wetlands which provide 

flood storage functions remain undeveloped or have compensatory storage constructed so as to 
achieve no net loss and, for the long term, restore and enhance additional wetlands to improve 

l development or intensive land uses in Class I or Class 
II wetlands unless there is an overriding public interest.   

  
6. Identify other lands to prevent flooding - Maintain vegetated buffer strips in riparian zones 

surrounding streams and rivers.  Maintain upland forests and watersheds for predominately 
forest use.  Require new development to preserve vegetated riparian buffer zones that are 
consistent with state riparian buffer guidelines.  
  

7. Restore natural river functions - Work with RRPC, ANR, towns and landowners to lessen flood 
risk by reconnecting river channels to historic floodplains through berm or dam removal or 
intentional lowering of stream banks.  

  
8. Discourage new fill, construction and infrastructure in flood hazard and fluvial erosion areas:   

  
o Prohibit fill and new buildings within river corridors  
o Require all new buildings, other than accessory structures, in mapped flood areas, to have 

the lowest floor at least one foot above base flood elevation.  
o Emergency services, wastewater treatment plants, power substations, and municipal 

buildings shall not be built in special flood hazard areas unless flood-proofed or elevated 
to at least two feet above the base flood elevation and designed to withstand erosion risk.   

o Adopt road and bridge standards to the 50 or 100-year storm level for identified critical 
transportation routes.   

  
9. Reduce percentage of impervious surfaces - Limit the number of rooftops and pavement, by 

using permeable surface materials, employing disconnection practices, by implementing Low 
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interchangeably herein.  No significance shall be given to the use of one term as opposed to 
the other within the provisions of this Section.    
  
To provide guidance to developers, townspeople, stakeholders, tribunals, commissions, or 
agencies respecting the intent and purpose of the above, the following locations are declared 

 of Rutland within the meaning of that term as described 
above.  The inclusion of a location herein shall be conclusive evidence that the  

certain locations are e ll NOT be 
considered to exclude other locations.  The inventory listed here is to be considered as 
examples of the scenic resources of the Town:  
  

 Boardman Hill  from Quarterline Road to the West Rutland Town Line  views to north  
  

 Blueberry Lane  from Prospect Hill Rd. to end of Blueberry Lane - views in all directions  
  

 Cedar Avenue  from the Community Center to North Grove St.  views to north and 
east  

  
 Cold River Road  from Quality Lane to US Rt. 7 to the Clarendon Town Line  views to 

east, south and west  
  

 Creek Road  from the US Rt. 4 overpass to Clarendon Town Line  views to east  
  

 East Pittsford Road  progressing from Russell Drive to Tamarack Lane  views initially 
to north and west, then to north, east and west, then to south and east, and then to 
east, south and west  

  
 Hawley Lane  all of Hawley Lane from beginning to end  views to south  

  
 McKinley Avenue  from the fire station crossing North Grove St., to top of hills  views 

north and south  
  

 North Grove Street  from McKinley Avenue to the Pittsford Town Line - views north, 
west and east  

  
 Post Road  from Rob Shawn Place continuing on Post Road Ext. to Mendon Town Line 

 views in all directions  
  

 Prospect Hill Road  US Rt. 7 to East Pittsford Road  views in all directions  
  

 Sugarwood Hill Road  from US Rt. 7 to Oakridge Drive  views to south and east  
  

 Tamarack Lane  from beginning of Tamarack Lane to the end  views in all directions  
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